First Grade Homework

Reading At Home

Story Elements
Identifying the Problem and Solution
This week we will focus on understanding that in each story the main character encounters a problem.  A problem is when something goes wrong.  Some stories have more than one problem to make it more interesting.  We will focus on trying to decide what the main (or biggest) problem is for the main character.

With every problem there must be a solution.  Sometimes there might be a happy ending; sometimes it may not be happy.  The solution is what leaves us feeling a certain way for the main character once we have completed reading the story.  

By completing the following activities, your child will begin to understand the importance of a problem and a solution in a story.  
***Be sure to check off each activity as it is completed and sign the bottom of this sheet.
Materials: A story with a problem and solution.  *If you need a story with a problem/solution, you can use The Three Billy Goats Gruff
□1.  Choose a book to read aloud.  Stop reading when the main character has encountered a problem.  Ask your child to respond to the following questions:


1.  “How do you feel for the main character?”


2.  “What do you think will happen?  Why?”


3.  “Do you want to finish reading the story?  Why?”

Explain that good authors include a problem for just this reason…so they will want to keep on reading!   Enjoy finishing the story together to find out how the problem gets solved.  

□2. Identify the solution in the story/book you read with your child.  Ask your child to respond to the following questions:

How was the problem solved?       How did the character feel?

Did the character learn a lesson?

What might the character do next time this problem happens?
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