First Grade Homework

Reading At Home

Story Elements
Identifying the Problem
This week we will focus on understanding that in each story the main character encounters a problem.  A problem is when something goes wrong.  Some stories have more than one problem to make it more interesting.  We will focus on trying to decide what the main (or biggest) problem is for the main character.

By completing the following activities, your child will begin to understand the importance of a problem in a story.  
***Be sure to check off each activity as it is completed and sign the bottom of this sheet.
□1.  After your child reads each of their (fictional) dot books this week as them if the main character had a problem and what it was.  Again, be sure they are identifying biggest problem that needed to get solved before the end of the story.

□2.  Choose a book to read aloud.  Stop reading when the main character has encountered a problem.  Ask your child to respond to the following questions:


1.  “How do you feel for the main character?”


2.  “What do you think will happen?  Why?”


3.  “Do you want to finish reading the story?  Why?”

Explain that good authors include a problem for just this reason…so they will want to keep on reading!   Enjoy finishing the story together to find out how the problem gets solved.  

□3.  Have your child complete the “I Have a Problem” worksheet.

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________

I Have a PROBLEM!

Think about the many characters you have met when reading your favorite stories.  Write down as many problems as you can remember them encountering and/or brainstorm other problems characters might run into.  We’ve started the list for you.
The main character:

1.  Gets lost…

2. Is chased by a bear…

3. Gets stuck in a haunted house…

4. _______________________________________________

5. _______________________________________________

6. _______________________________________________

7. _______________________________________________

8. _______________________________________________







