First Grade Homework

Reading At Home
Reading for Comprehension

Practicing “Does it make sense?”

Now that your child has had a chance to review the reading strategies to decode unfamiliar words, it is time to focus on comprehension.  On the helping hand you will see that all five reading strategies point to the question, “Does it make sense?” Using their strategies and being able to read unfamiliar words are necessary beginning reading skills.  Understanding what you read and making connections is most important.  By completing the following activities, your child will have a chance to practice the “meaning” part of reading.  

***Be sure to check off each activity as it is completed and sign the bottom of this sheet!
□ 1.  Each night, have your child write down at least two unknown words they       

           encountered while reading.  Have your child explain the strategy they used to 

           figure it out.  

□ 2.  Read the silly sentences on the attached paper and have your child circle the word 

            that does not make sense.  Then discuss possible words that would make sense in 
            that  sentence.  Try making some of your own silly sentences.  Copy a sentence or 

            two from a book that your child has read, and change one of the words so the 

            sentence doesn’t make sense.  For example, if the sentence from the book was: 
            “The rabbit jumped down the hill.”  You might change it to: “The rabbit jelly down 
            the hill.”  Your child will have to find the word that doesn’t make sense and correct 
            it.  He or she may go back to the book to find the correct sentence/word.

□ 3. Ask your child at least 5 questions on one book they’ve read.  For example:  Who 

            are the characters?  Where does the story take place?  What happened first, 
            next, and last?  What is the problem in the story?  How was the problem solved?  
            If this seems easy, ask your child to find where in the book it says that?  How do 
            you know?  You may try higher level questions as well.  For example:  How do you 
            think the character felt at the beginning, middle and end of the story?  Who would 
            you most like to be in this book and why?  How would you change the ending of this 
            book?
Child’s Name: ________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________
Name:________________________________

Silly Sentences

Have your child read the sentences (or read them to him/her).  Then circle or highlight each of the words that “don’t make sense”.  Talk about what words would make sense in the sentence.  

1. My cat is hard and furry.
2. A watch tells color.
3. I turn off the lights when it gets dark.
4. Jason went to the beach.  He went swimming,  

  laid in the sun, hunted for sea shells, and    

  built a snowman.
5. On Halloween, Kate went trick-or-treating.   

           She dressed up as a witch.  She had a 
           broom, a sparkly pencil, a black dress and a 
           pair of pointy shoes.  







