First Grade Homework

Reading At Home 

Practicing The Fourth Reading Strategy

Look At The Chunks

A “chunk” is when there are two or three letters together that make one sound (ie. /th/ /er/ /ing/ /am/ etc.).  Many words have chunks and smaller words within them that can be used to help decode the word.  When your child comes to an unknown word that includes chunks, prompt them to “look for a chunk they know”.  If they are having difficulty finding the chunk, they can “frame it” with their fingers or with two small pieces of paper.  When they “frame” a chunk they should just be showing the part of the word they know.  For example, if the word is start, direct your child to utilize the ‘ar’ chunk like in ‘car’ to decode the word.

***Be sure to check off each activity as it is completed and sign the bottom of this sheet.
□1. Ask your child to teach you the “Chunk Song”.  Here are the lyrics:

Chunk Song

sung to “Frere Jacques”

I found a little chunk,  I found a little chunk

in a big word, in a big word.

I found a little chunk, I found a little chunk

in a big word, in a big word.

 □1. Search for chunks inside of the “Pumpkin Picking” poem.  Some of the chunks you may find are  

          /at/  /ch/  /oo/  /ar/   /ing/ .  Students should highlight or circle chunks or little words they 

          find in a big word.  Have your child use the chunk or little word to help them read the big 

          words in the poem.

□2.  Build Word Families!  

           Use The Word Family Practice Chart to build new words.  Some of the words can be Dr. Seuss 

           words.  A Dr. Seuss word is a made up word that rhymes with the other words in the word 

           family.  For example, zat is a Dr. Seuss word that belongs in the /at/ family.
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The Word Family Practice Chart
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	hat

mat
	king

sling
	skate

gate


___ate








