First Grade Homework

Reading At Home 

Practicing The Third Reading Strategy

Get Your Mouth Ready
     Another reading strategy called “get your mouth ready” is when students are having difficulty figuring out the pronunciation of a word.  Unfortunately, students typically look up and wait for the adult to tell them the difficult word.  We would like to instill in you the phrase “get your mouth ready” instead of telling them the word.  When you say these words your child should be reminded to look at the word in the book and get their mouth ready for the initial sound(s) in the word.  For example: If the difficult word was “money”, you would encourage your child to annunciate the /m/ sound.  

This week as you practice the “get your mouth ready strategy”, use these additional activities to encourage your child to use this strategy while reading.  

***Be sure to check off each activity as it is completed and sign the bottom of this sheet.
□1. Choose one story to share with your child and model having difficulty reading at least five 

         words. “Get Your Mouth Ready” for the word and then ask your child what strategy you used to 

         figure it out.
□2. Choose 5 words in the story.  Cover each word except for the first letter.  Have your child 

         guess the correct word as they read.  Then, move the “tracker” that you used to cover up the 

         rest of the word.  Slide it along as your child sounds out the word.

□ 3. Play a game of BANG!  Have your child write down 14 words from their Word Ring.  Most of 

           these words should come from “New Words” that they are learning.  Cut up the cards and put 

           them in a bowl.  Take turns taking out a card.  If you can read the word, you can keep it.  If 

           you cannot read the word, put it back.  If you get BANG, you have to put all of your cards 

           back.  Have fun!
Child’s Name:       _____________________________________

Parent Signature: ____________________________________
 Cut out the tracker.  You can also use a small piece of a manila folder or index card.
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