First Grade Homework

Reading At Home 

Practicing The First Reading Strategy

Looking At The Pictures

Before reading a story it is important that your child takes a “picture walk”.  This is a way to build meaning for the story before the student actually reads the text.  Have your child describe everything they see in each picture.  Guide them to notice details that will help them read unknown words.  Ask questions that will help them examine the picture carefully, such as Who is in the picture?  What is happening in the picture?  Do you think (character’s name) is happy or sad?  If your child does not have a lot of pictures in their book it is equally important to picture predict and get ready to read the book.  Your child might look at the front and back cover, discuss the pictures within the book as stated above, read the chapter titles, and predict how the story may unfold.

This week as you practice the “looking at the picture strategy” use these additional activities to encourage your child to use picture clues.

***Be sure to check off each activity as it is completed and sign the bottom of this sheet.
□1. Choose five words from the story that correspond to a picture.  

        Write the words on separate pieces of paper (ie. Post it).  Have 

        your child find the matching pictures.  

□2. Have your child complete the “Sneak a Peek” activity.

     □ 3. “Picture walk” each page except the ending.  Have your child 

                     predict what they think will happen at the end of the story 

                     based on the meaning developed from the pictures.
Child’s Name:       _____________________________________

Parent Signature: ____________________________________


Directions: Good readers look at the pictures to help tell the story.  Do a picture walk before you read your story.  Complete #1-5 and then read your story.  

Title of the story: _______________________________

Author: ________________________

1. The title tells me the book might be about _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. The picture tells me the book might be about _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________

3. The pictures show that the setting might be  _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________

4. The pictures tell me that the characters are _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________

5. I will take a guess!  I think that the story is probably about ___________________

_________________________________________________________________

Now read the story with someone at home!
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