RAH
Reading At Home 

Dear Parents,

    The most important lifelong skill your child will learn in first grade is how to read.  Therefore, the focus of our weekly homework assignments throughout the beginning of the year will be placed upon learning and practicing the 5 main reading strategies and building reading fluency.  

    Each Monday your child will be bringing home a “Homework Bag” with up to 5 books.  The books will have color coded dots that correspond to their individual reading abilities.  Your child may have more than one color dot book in their bag.  

The harder level book will represent their instructional level.  These should be read with the focus placed upon using their reading strategies to decode unknown words and discussing the stories to build better comprehension.

The easier level book will represent their independent reading level.  The focus should be placed on fluency (expression and rate of reading) rather than decoding tricky words.  

    From now until December you will see “Reading At Home” Homework (or RAH Homework) in their bag.  There will be a sheet of activities focused upon developing and strengthening your child’s understanding of a particular reading strategy.  

    Each Friday the baggie should be returned.  It should include their books as well as their homework.  Your child will also take part in a class discussion or activity to demonstrate their understanding of the concept practiced throughout the week.  We hope this will help provide a direct connection and correlation for you and how your child is being instructed in literacy learning at school.  

Thank you in advance for your partnership 
in developing and strengthening your child’s 
reading skills!

Happy Reading!

First Grade Homework

Reading At Home

Preparing to Read

Anytime you begin something new it is important to have resources available to support you along the way.  When reading we must to the same.  It is also necessary to set up routines and create a comfortable reading environment.  This week, complete these activities to provide your child with the beginning resources and work area to build reading success.

***Be sure to check off each activity as it is completed and sign the bottom of this sheet! 
□ 1.  Choose a comfortable, quiet reading place for your child to read.   

          Make sure it is well lit.  You may also want to have some paper, pencils, 

          magnetic letters, a white board and markers on hand.  These tools can 

          help with practicing sight vocabulary, developing phonics skills and 

          writing responses to questions for comprehension.  It might help to 

          set up a special time each day to share and discuss what they are 

          reading.

□ 2.  Have your child make the “Helping Hand”.  Cut the strategies and 

           place them on the fingers at the appropriate place.  Discuss with your 

          child what each strategy means.   ***Please keep the hand at home.  

       It does not need to be sent back to school! 

□ 3.  Have your child read the books sent home in their bag.  Be sure to 

           praise your child for specific reading strategies they may have tried!

Child’s Name: ______________________________________________

Parent’s Signature:  ________________________________________
