
    


January-June

Homework will be a bit different from January-June.  For the first part of the year you and your child focused on using the Reading Hand to help figure out tricky words.  From January-June the homework has been adjusted based on what dot books your child is reading.
The new homework is child-friendly…no more parent signatures!  Instead, your child checks off boxes after they complete each part of their homework. 
At the end of the week, please have your child bring back their Homework Bag. 

 It should include:
-5 dot books
-Homework Check off Paper
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-Math Paper
1. Word Ring! 
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If your child has a word ring, please practice for a few minutes as a warm up.
2. 15 minutes of reading

Each night your child should read for about 15 minutes.  That should be enough   

time to read one book or one chapter from a chapter book.  

3. Reading Activity

Reading should be followed up by some sort of activity.  I have written suggested activities in this packet.  These activities can be as quick as a question about the book or can be a longer activity such as an online game.  This can be helpful because everyone has busy schedules at various points in the week.
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4. Practice Math Facts  

Your child will receive a math paper each week to complete.  They can complete the whole paper in 1 day or throughout the week.  If they finish it and are looking for more practice, you can practice addition or subtraction flash cards.
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Reading Hand Strategies

Look At The Picture
-Your child should be using the picture to help them solve tricky words.  It is always helpful to do a “picture walk” (looking at the pictures before you read the story!)

Get Your Mouth Ready
-Your child will begin to use this strategy to figure out a tricky  word.  For example, “I like to ride my b---“.  Based on context clues, and the      

   beginning sound, the word that is missing would most likely be ‘bike’.

                                 *Your child should always be checking “Does It Make Sense?”


Sight Word Bingo - Use the words in your child’s Word Ring and/or their Dot Books!

Cut up a sentence – Write a sentence from your child’s story on a strip of paper.  Then cut up each word and have them put it back together.  Mix it up and repeat about 5 times.  Challenge – cut off small chunks in the words too! (Example: sand would become s+and)

Poems – Read some of our monthly poetry or a familiar nursery rhyme together!
Word Hunt – Give your child a word to “hunt” for.  Have them look for it in their book.

BANG – Have your child write 10 sight words (from their dot books or Word Ring) on index cards or blank pieces of paper.  Write “BANG” on some of the cards.  Put them in a bowl.  Choose a card.  If you can read it, you can keep it.  If, at any time, YOU choose BANG, you must put all of your cards back into the bowl.
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Reading Hand Strategies

In addition to the strategies your child should know already (Look At The Picture and Get Your Mouth Ready):

Look for Chunks

If your child gets to a tricky word, they may be able to find a “chunk” in the word that they know.  This chunk might be a smaller word (sand) or phonetic chunk they know (that).  Encourage your child to use this skill as they are reading (especially if you see that a tricky word has a chunk your child may know!)

*Your child should always be checking “Does It Make Sense?”


Sight Word Bingo (use the words in your child’s Word Ring and/or their dot books!

Cut up a sentence – write a sentence from your child’s story on a strip of paper.  Then cut up each word and have them put it back together.  Mix it up and repeat about 5 times.  Challenge – cut off small chunks in the words! (Example: sand would become s+and)

Poems – Read some of our monthly poetry or a familiar nursery rhyme together!

Word Hunt – Give your child a word to “hunt” for.  Have them look for it in their book.

BANG – Have your child write 10 sight words (from their dot books or Word Ring) on index cards or blank pieces of paper.  Write “BANG” on some of the cards.  Put them in a bowl.  Choose a card.  If you can read it, you can keep it.  If, at any time, YOU choose BANG, you must put all of your cards back into the bowl.

Short Vowel Sorting – Use short vowel picture cards to sort by vowel sounds
Digraph Sorting – Use digraph picture cards to sort by beginning sound (Words with /th/,/sh/, /wh/)

Online Games – See my website for recommended websites
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Reading Hand Strategies
In addition to the strategies your child should know already (Look At The Picture Get Your Mouth Ready, Look for Chunks):

Go Back and Reread

If your child gets to a tricky word, they should be using the picture, using chunks, and going back to the beginning of the sentence to try to solve the tricky word.  This is directly correlated with…

Take a Guess and Read On

Your child should be able to come up with a word that would make sense for the    

          word that may be tricky for them.  They can support their guess by what the word      

          looks like and the pictures.

                                 *Your child should always be checking “Does It Make Sense?”


At this point your child will be learning many new phonics skills in their reading group as well as working on basic comprehension questions (as they are reading stories that usually have a plot)
Retell the Story – Have your child retell the story.  Be sure they tell you about the characters, setting, problem, and solution

Comprehension Questions – Attached in packet
Online Games – Please see my website for recommended websites.
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Reading Hand Strategies
In addition to the strategies your child should know already (Look At The Picture Get Your Mouth Ready, Look for Chunks):

Go Back and Reread

If your child gets to a tricky word, they should be using the picture, using chunks, and going back to the beginning of the sentence to try to solve the tricky word.  This is directly correlated with…

Take a Guess and Read On

Your child should be able to come up with a word that would make sense for the    

          word that may be tricky for them.  They can support their guess by what the word      

          looks like and the pictures.

                                 *Your child should always be checking “Does It Make Sense?”


At this point your child continue to build their phonics skills in their reading group, but will have a stronger focus on comprehension questions.  Most of the stories they are reading will have a solid plot.

Retell the Story – Have your child retell the story.  Be sure they tell you about the characters, setting, problem, and solution

**Comprehension Questions – Attached in packet.  This will be a focus point during this reading level.  At this point you may want your child to write the answer to the question you ask them.  You can give them scrap paper or purchase a spiral notebook that they keep in their Homework Bag.
Online Games – Please see my website for recommended websites.

                    


Reading Hand Strategies
Your child will continue to use their Reading Hand Strategies.  There will always be tricky words when they read…no matter how easy the book may seem.  I would encourage you to ask your child, “Does It Make Sense?” after they figure out an unknown word.  



Your child’s main focus is comprehension and vocabulary.  They have successfully learned to decode words, but there is more to reading than just comprehending!  Good readers are able to connect stories to their own lives, make predictions based on evidence in the story, and infer the reasoning behind a character’s actions.
Retell the Story – Have your child retell the story.  Be sure they tell you about the characters, setting, problem, and solution

**Comprehension Questions – Attached in packet.  This will be a focus point during this reading level.  At this point you may want your child to write the answer to the question you ask them.  You can give them scrap paper or purchase a spiral notebook that they keep in their Homework Bag.
Online Games – Please see my website for recommended websites.
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Reading At Home
Comprehension Questions

Comprehension is the reason for reading. If readers can read the words but do not understand what they are reading, they are not really reading.  Comprehension helps students understand what they read, remember what they read, and communicate with others about what they read.

Each night your child should be reading their dot books and answering a comprehension question.  Since our dot book collection is so diverse, not every question will apply to each book.  You can also use books from home or the library!
Here is a list of questions you can use with your child:
Fiction Books

1. Who are the characters?

2. What is the setting?

3. What is the problem?

4. What was the solution to the problem?

5. Make a connection to yourself, another book, or the world.

6. Tell one question you were wondering as you were reading.

7. Why do you think the character feels (mad, sad, excited)?
8. What do you think the character will do next?  Why do you think that?

9. If the author added another page to this story, what would it tell about?

10. What do you think would be another good title for the story?

11. How are you similar to the character?  How are you different from the character?

For Non-Fiction Books

12. Tell one fact you learned from the book.

13. Are there any questions you have that the author did not answer?
Your child will be working on many beginning reading skills such as:





-1:1 finger matching (sliding your reading finger under each word)





-learning sight words





-practicing/reviewing letter sounds (including short and long vowel sounds)
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Key Steps to Success
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Your child will be working on many beginning reading skills such as:





-beginning to identify chunks in words





-learning sight words





-practicing/reviewing letter sounds (including short and long vowel sounds)





Key Steps to Success
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Key Steps to Success
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Your child will be working on many reading skills such as:





-figuring out a word using the Reading Hand





-retelling the important parts of a story (character, setting, problem, solution)





-being able to answer some comprehension questions that can typically be found in the book.  Some comprehension questions still may be tricky!
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Key Steps to Success
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Your child will be working on many reading skills such as:





-being able to answer many of the comprehension questions.





-figuring out an unknown vocabulary word based on context.





-being able to write the answers to comprehension questions in a notebook (if you would like your child to do this)
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Key Steps to Success
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Your child will be working on many reading skills such as:





-being able to answer any of the comprehension questions (as long as it relates to the book!)





-figuring out an unknown vocabulary word based on context.





-being able to write the answers to comprehension questions in a notebook (if you would like your child to do this)
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